
www.woldgate.net Issue 214 September 2020 Page 1@Woldgate WoldgateSchool

Issue 214 September 2020Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Of great merit, character and value
Newsletter

Spotlight on Year 7:  
how our new pupils are settling in nicely

Mr Crisp writes:

I spoke to four of our new Year 7 pupils to see how they 
had found their first three weeks at Woldgate. Hannah, 
Georgina, Fin and Barnaby are already proving to be a 
credit to our community.
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How did you feel as the summer holiday came to an end?

Georgina: A bit nervous.

Hannah: Nervous but excited.

How did you find the videos that Mrs Minton had made?

Fin: They were good because they answered the questions 

you had.

Hannah: There were lots of them so everything was 

covered.

What was your first day at Woldgate like?

Georgina: It was amazing to see all the people in our year 

group.

Hannah: The first day was a bit of a blur and there was lots 

of information to take in.

Barnaby: It felt really good to be back in a classroom.

Fin: Everyone was really kind and we had lots of jobs to do.

What do you think of life at Woldgate after being here 
for three weeks?

Hannah: Awesome! I’ve met lots of different people; 

teachers are really kind. I have made friends from a range of 

different primary schools now.

Georgina: I think it’s been easier to settle in because we are 

just in the one block. I don’t have to worry about getting 

lost going to classrooms around the school site.

Fin: I am loving the new subjects we get to do.

Barnaby: I really enjoy my art lessons because they are 

better than at primary school.

Hannah: Drama is brilliant and design technology is also 

very good.

Do you feel safe in our school?

Georgina: Absolutely. School is really well organised so we 

all know our areas and what to do.

Hannah: The staff are really kind and there to help you.

Mr Crisp 
Head of Standards and Action Research.

A selection 
of excellent 
Year 11 art 
work.
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Spotlight 
on Business 
Studies
The school was proud to receive notice 
that seven Sixth Form students from 
last year’s Year 13, have graduated from 
the prestigious Peter Jones Enterprise 
Academy. The students had to prove 
themselves as entrepreneurs by completing 
a range of challenges. More of our students 
are expected to graduate next year thanks 
to the support of Ms Russell and their own 
hard work, ingenuity and commitment.

The younger generation of business tycoons are already 

showing potential. As part of a GCSE  project, Georgina 

Dawson, Jesse Wilcock and Luci Dempster produced some 

impressive mind maps.
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Enrichment Activities
For the Autumn Term

Wednesday

Year 7 Drama Club with Mrs Chapman.  An opportunity 

to develop and extend the drama work carried out in 

class, leading to the opportunity for a performance.

Year 8 Keyboard Club with Mr Schofield.  Come along 

to learn and play a range of songs and compositions as a 

group.  All abilities welcome.

Year 8 Debating Club with Ms Ramm.  Learn the art of 

debate by discussing a range of topics, mastering conflict 

and counter argument to explore complex issues.

Year 7 Fashion Design Drawing with Mrs Stanford. Learn 

the principles and techniques of fashion design drawing 

for women’s, men’s & children’s clothing. Create your 

own fashion designs & build your personal fashion design 

portfolio.

Year 7 and Year 8 Numeracy interventions run by the TA 

team.

Year 7 and 8 The Archbishop of York Award with Mrs 

Shearing.  Work towards this prestigious award that 

recognizes acts of great merit, character, and value.

Enrichment Opportunities for Year 7 and 8

Monday 

Year 7 Cheerleading with Mrs Wilson.  A fantastic mix of 

exercise, vocal harmony and dance – and a great way to 

show your school spirit!

Year 8 Drama Club with Mrs Chapman.  An opportunity 

to develop and extend the drama work carried out in 

class, leading to the opportunity for a performance.

Year 8 Cookery Club with Mrs Webster.  Enjoy learning 

to cook a range of dishes and treats while supporting the 

nutrition work carried on in the curriculum.  

Year 7 Quizzes and Gameshows with Mr Schofield.  Test, 

stretch, and develop your general knowledge through 

some friendly competition.  

Year 7 Ecology and conservation club with Ms Campbell. 

Explore biodiversity on a global, national and local level.

Year 7 and Year 8 Literacy interventions run by the TA 

team.

Year 7 Enrichment Booking Form

Year 8 Enrichment Booking Form
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Enrichment Activities
For the Autumn Term

Wednesday

Year 9 Culture Club with Mrs Taylor. Explore the many 

different cultures of the world through a series of mini 

projects. At Culture Club you can learn a traditional 

dance or song, build an iconic monument, create a 

phrasebook, discover new recipes, research festivals 

or sports, produce a piece of artwork inspired by your 

discoveries, the possibilities are endless.

Information Technology Support with Mr Smith. Develop 

your skills in a variety of applications such as data 

storage, word processing, desk top publishing, graphics 

and spreadsheets 

Year 9 and Year 10 Homework Club run by the TA team.

Year 10: Arts and crafts for mindfulness with Miss 

Rowland - A range of arts and crafts to allow you to relax 

and focus on your wellbeing.

Year 10: Virtual Race Around the World with Mrs 

Nicholls. See what the world has to offer and find out 

how to explore it on a budget?  ‘Travel’ to far-away places 

and race other students to reach different destinations.

Year 10 Netball for girls and Year 10 table tennis for 

mixed groups with Mrs Painter.

Enrichment Opportunities for Year 9 and 10

Tuesday 

Year 9 An Introduction to Philosophy with Mrs Shearing.  

An opportunity to explore this exciting area of study and 

some fundamental questions about life, reality, and the 

world around us.

Year 9 Drama Club with Mrs Chapman.  An opportunity 

to rehearse, learn, grow, and perform.

Year 10 Film Club with Ms Barker.  A weekly exploration 

of the exciting, enticing, and energizing world of cinema.

Table Tennis or Netball with Mrs Painter and Miss 

Rowland. Netball for girls in the sports hall. Table Tennis 

in the gym.

Year 10 Culture Club with Mrs Taylor. Explore the many 

different cultures of the world through a series of mini 

projects. At Culture Club you can learn a traditional 

dance or song, build an iconic monument, create a 

phrasebook, discover new recipes, research festivals 

or sports, produce a piece of artwork inspired by your 

discoveries, the possibilities are endless. 

Year 9 Information Technology Support with Mr Smith. 

Develop your skills in a variety of applications such as 

data storage, word processing, desk top publishing, 

graphics and spreadsheets.

Year 9 and Year 10 Homework Club run by the TA team.

Year 9 Enrichment Booking Form

Year 10 Enrichment Booking Form
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Enrichment Activities
For the Autumn Term

Wednesday

Mentoring, Coaching and Guidance with Mrs Lawson.   

An opportunity to discuss personal statements, your 

studies and progress, and to look at your plans for the 

years ahead.  

Year 12 and 13 Study Room with Mrs Bourne.  A calm 

environment in which to work on homework, coursework, 

and carry out supported independent study.

The Sixth Form Football Club with Mr Clarke.  Training 

begins for the Woldgate Sixth Form Football Team.

Year 12, and 13 Music with Mr Trevaskiss.  An 

opportunity for instrumentalists and singers to rehearse, 

perform, and make fantastic music. 

Enrichment Opportunities for Year 11, 12 and 13

Monday 

Year 11 Physical Education, Well-being, and Fitness with 

Miss Wilkinson and Mrs Nicholls.  A chance to exercise, 

play, and compete with friends and peers.

Year 11/Sixth Form Girls’ Netball. A chance to perfect 

and refine your skills and game play which can contribute 

to your GCSE/A Level practical mark.

Year 11 Boys’ Football. A chance to perfect and refine 

your skills, to implement into a range of game style 

scenarios which can contribute to your GCSE practical 

mark.

Year 12 and 13 Mindfulness and Well-being with Mrs 

Barker.  An opportunity for calm, relaxation, and self-

discovery.

The Sixth Form String Group conducted by Gen Fisher 

and Mr Trevaskiss.

Year 11 GCSE Religious Education with Mrs Geary.  

Delivery of this additional GCSE course, building on the 

foundation laid in Year 10.

Year 11 English tuition and revision coordinated by Mr 

Johnson.

Year 11 Mathematics tuition and revision coordinated by 

Mr McCausland.

Year 11 Enrichment Booking Form

Sixth Form Enrichment Booking Form
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It was great to see colleagues using the lesson structure this week and utilising 
the additional lesson time to assess pupil’s retention of knowledge from previous 
teaching. Retrieval practice as it’s known, helps children to retrieve long term 
memories. It is not a form of assessment, but a tool to strengthen memory, identify 
gaps in learning and to apply previous prior learning to new topics.

We know practise makes us more accomplished at any 

physical activity, but often forget that if we don’t practise 

recalling specific memories and information, then over time 

we’ll no longer be able to access that knowledge. Learning, 

therefore, is not passive and knowledge is not learned and 

retained through osmosis. We have to invest time practising 

in lessons and at home, not only the application of the 

knowledge or skill, but our ability to retain that knowledge 

or skill, a week, month or year later.

One strategy you might want to try with your child is to 

use flashcards or ‘K-W-L Chart’. Flashcards are simple and if 

produced methodically through a topic help a child record 

key language, theories or topics. Organised logically, they 

allow a child to practise their retrieval, by recalling the 

content of each card at a later date. The ‘K-W-L Chart’ 

though can be used with any age group. It’s three columns, 

identifying what you know, what you still want to know 

and what you’ve learned. Thirty minutes reviewing a 

topic in History with your child, helps them vocalise and 

therefore, recall knowledge, identify where they feel 

uncertain or better still, what questions they need to ask 

and to celebrate what they’ve learned. So, if your child is 

either wanting to share a love of learning within a favourite 

subject or needs that extra support with a particular topic 

in a subject where they feel less comfortable, then both 

techniques help learning. 

Executive  
Headteacher’s Welcome
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It’s a lovely technique for your child starting at secondary school. An opportunity to talk about what they’re learning in each 

subject and to produce the diagram as the weeks progress.

K-W-L Chart

Assess what you know about a particular topic before and after you have engaged with it. Fill in the columns below with what 

you Know about the topic; what you Want to know and what you’ve Learned.

What do you Know about the topic? What do you Want to know? What did you Learn?

Our Care and Achievement Co-ordinators who will be your first point of contact in school, ensuring parents can telephone, 

text or e-mail directly a colleague who is supporting and caring for your child. These colleagues, who do not teach but bring 

huge pastoral expertise, will support you in providing guidance, answering queries with regard to pastoral care or academic 

progress and will liaise with teaching colleagues, Heads of School and Heads of Department when they are not teaching. 

They will support with the small things that really matter, such as your child forgetting their lunchbox or if your child is 

feeling unwell, and those more technical aspects like their overall academic progress and examination entries. Alongside 

our excellent Heads of School and Mr Sloman (Head of Care and Achievement), they will work to improve home school 

communications, providing additional support for your child.

In addition, I’d also encourage parents to access the schools Twitter and Facebook page, ensuring you’re kept up-to-date with 

government guidance, the latest information and the many successes of our wonderful children.

Mr J Britton 
Executive Headteacher

Newsletter

www.woldgate.net Issue 214 September 2020 Page 9@Woldgate WoldgateSchool

Issue 214 September 2020Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Of great merit, 
character and value



Key Dates

Autumn Term 2020

Wednesday 9 September 
– Friday 23 October

Monday 2 November 
– Friday 18 December

Spring Term 2021

Monday 4 January 
– Thursday 11 February

Monday 22 February 
– Friday 26 March

Summer Term 2021

Monday 12 April 
– Friday 28 May

Bank Holiday 
Monday 3 May 
(schools closed 
on this date)

Monday 7 June 
– Friday 23rd July.

Staff Training Days

Monday 7 September 2020

Tuesday 8 September 2020

Friday 12 February 2021

Monday 12 April 2021

Monday 26th July 2021

I would like to offer 
my deepest thanks 
to parents and carers 
of Year 9 pupils for 
supporting their child’s 
learning at home - and 
for working with us to 
pilot our MyLearning 
platform this week.

This resource has been developed 

across the Trust to enable us to 

offer an entirely secure system to 

host classroom resources and video 

lessons.  I would like to say how 

grateful I am for your patience in 

working with us this week to ensure 

pupils were able to log in and see 

their lessons and continue their 

learning at home.

In addition to visiting lessons in 

school, I enjoyed watching the 

lessons my colleagues had uploaded 

on MyLearning to support their 

home learning.  Hungry Plants and 

Photosynthesis with Ms Mydlova, 

Energy with Mr Webster, Emily 

Wilding Davison and the suffragette 

movement with Mr Barrett, 

Simplifying and Sharing Ratio with 

Mr McCausland, Justifying Opinions 

in Spanish with Mrs Taylor, and 

Leisure Activities in French with 

Mrs Nichols to name a few.   This is 

a new way of working for us all - I 

enjoyed recording a Year 9 lesson 

on Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men – a 

book I have really missed teaching 

and was pleased to revisit – and I 

am excited by the potential of this 

technology.  Clearly these lessons 

have an important function now in 

ensuring that learning can continue 

outside of school but, moving 

forward, they will remain on the 

Head 
of School

Cont. Over
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MyLearning site to offer a revision 

and support material for children and their 

studies for the years ahead.  

MyLearning is accessed through your child’s email account 

and this means it is entirely secure and offers a safe 

environment for them to learn in.  I would therefore 

recommend that, in the coming weeks all pupils and 

students ensure they know their email address and 

password for the school network.  This will ensure they are 

able to access new content and resources as they appear.  

It is our wish that all children continue to be able to learn 

in school alongside their peers.  However, the safety of our 

community must be our highest priority in these challenging 

times.  In the current context MyLearning will help to 

ensure that we can continue to deliver the curriculum with 

the familiar voices of Woldgate colleagues to guide children 

at home.

Your understanding as we work to embed, develop and 

populate this resource deeply appreciated.  

This week also sees the launch of our enrichment 

programme.  We look forward to offering forty different 

activities across the Year Groups in the coming term to 

offer further opportunities beyond the classroom.  Holistic 

Education is an important part of our ethos and despite the 

challenges of the current context, It is 

fantastic to see this continuing.  I have been 

impressed with the range of activities volunteered by 

colleagues that include music, drama, film sport, debating, 

philosophy, and even cheerleading – some may remember 

the Woldgate Wildcats performing at local events in the 

past.  We will be sharing the link to our online booking 

service in this issue: this will go live from Monday.  A 

reminder link will also be sent via email.

I would also like to take this opportunity to warmly 

congratulate Barnaby Jarry in Year 7, Leah Coleman in Year 

8, Angelina Langley in Year 9, Evie Brooks in Year 10, and 

Amy Wheatley in Year 11.  Each of these pupils has achieved 

the most rewards in their year group in the last week and so 

it is with pleasure that I am able to present them with the 

Head of School award for this week.

Finally, I would like to end with our best wishes to Revd 

Dr Jake Belder who was installed as the Priest in Charge 

of the Pocklington Group of Churches on Tuesday.  We 

congratulate him on his new role in the community.

I wish you and your family the very best,

Mr G Davies 
Head of School
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Staying safe away from home

Just like deciding when a child’s old enough 

to be left at home on their own, there’s no set 

age when you know it will be safe for them 

to go out without you, and all children have 

different levels of maturity. So some 11 year 

olds will be quite capable of going to the park 

or the shops on their own but others might not 

be ready to do this safely.

As well as thinking about how mature your child is for 

their age, the decision about whether you’re happy for them 

to go out alone will depend on where they’re planning to 

go. For example, going to the playground round the corner 

is very different to catching a bus to York for example. 

Because we all want our children to be as safe as possible, 

you really need to feel comfortable before letting them go 

out on their own. So some of the questions to ask yourself 

before you make up your mind are:

• Where and when do they want to go?

• What do they want to do there?

• Does your child understand social distancing, and the 

need to wear a face covering in shops?

• Who’s going to be with them?

• How far away are they going?

• What time will they be back?

• How can I reach them?

Being aware of the risks outside the home

It’s a good idea to be aware of the risks that children out 

alone might face – just to check that you’ve considered ways 

to minimise them. Risks could include:

• Getting lost – do they know what to do or who to 

contact?

• Danger from traffic – can they cross roads safely

• Issues with other children

• Stranger danger – do they know how to keep 

themselves safe?

• Exposure to inappropriate activity, such as alcohol, 

drugs, gangs etc

• Grooming

Safeguarding at Woldgate School
It might seem like a scary list, but it is vital that, 

as a parent or carer, you understand all the 

potential risks. Your guidance can help your 

child keep themselves safe. It’ll also help build 

their self-confidence and independence at the 

same time.

Making sure your child’s ready to go out alone

Be prepared: You know that one day the moment 

will come when your child will want to spread their 

wings so it makes sense for you both to start preparing 

for it.

Talk about possible dangers in advance: Whenever you’re 

out with your child talk about how they think they can keep 

themselves safe. For example, you could ask them about 

how they know when it’s safe to cross a road or what to do 

if a stranger starts talking to them.

Set some rules: Let your child know where they can and 

can’t go and explain why you’re setting these rules. You 

should also tell them a definite time to come home.

Build your child’s confidence: It’s probably a good idea to 

have a test run before you let them go out on their own for 

the very first time. Let them lead the way and only step in if 

they’re putting themselves in danger.

Make sure they are ready to go: Don’t be surprised if 

your child tries to persuade you that they’ll be fine to go 

out alone or with an older brother or sister – but don’t be 

pressurised either. You need to be sure that they’d know 

what to do if there was no one there to help them, for 

example if they argued with their brother or sister.

Keep talking: Even after they start going out on their own, 

keep discussing safety outside the home with them and 

remind them of the dangers. It’s tempting to just leave 

them to it but you should still show you’re interested in who 

they’re spending their time with and what they’re doing.

If you do notice anything that doesn’t seem quite right – like 

them being secretive or coming home with new belongings 

they can’t explain – you should definitely look into the 

reasons why.

Mr L Sloman 
Deputy Headteacher 
Head of Care and Achievement
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It is with great pride 
that we recognise 

and celebrate the 
achievements and the contributions 
that our pupils make to our school and 
our wider community.  

In the first two weeks of this term, a total of 850 House 

Points, 1,744 Great Character and 17,024 Great Merit 

points have been awarded!  We know that recognising the 

achievements of our pupils creates a positive atmosphere 

within our classrooms and among families, when this is 

communicated home.  Everyone loves to receive praise as 

it builds on self-confidence, and it drives us to achieve even 

more.  This week, we would also like to sing the praises of 

one of our Year 11 pupils who has excelled during his Work 

Experience.

We received a letter from Mr. Jack Brown of GRIMME 

UK Ltd who wanted us to commend the efforts of Archie 

Wilcock  in Year 11, on his excellent attitude during his 

Work Experience.  Mr. Brown wrote that Archie had 

approached them to arrange a placement but due to 

the pandemic, this was postponed.  Archie, however, 

persevered and once all the necessary checks had been 

made, Archie was offered a placement.  Archie, as all his 

teachers know, is a polite and respectful young man and he 

fitted in well with his team.  He showed great commitment 

and initiative.  He applied himself well, giving his best effort 

to every task given, keeping himself busy, and asking for his 

next job.    

Mr. Brown said that the team had been so impressed with 

Archie’s hard work and commitment, that they have offered 

him paid weekend work!  Archie has also been offered an 

apprenticeship with GRIMME when he finishes school, if 

it is his wish to continue within this industry.  GRIMME UK 

Ltd is an innovative manufacturer of potato, sugar beet 

and vegetable technology and is represented in over 100 

countries around the world.  

Archie, we are very proud of you and from the Upper School 

team and staff, we congratulate you!  

Mrs I Atkinson 
Head of Upper School

Rewarding 
Achievement
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Face coverings

As you will be aware from our 

welcome letter dated the 4th of 

September, your child will need to 

wear a face covering on arrival to 

school, in corridors, communal areas, 

and when leaving at the end of the 

school day.  They should bring a face 

covering with to school every day.

We do have a supply of masks in 

case children forget to bring one 

and have distributed large number 

of these over the last week.  We are 

aware that there are various designs 

and types available and that some 

pupils may find some particular styles 

uncomfortable for long-term use.  

We are therefore happy for you to 

choose a face covering that your child  

finds comfortable but would ask that 

they are of a plain, simple design 

with no slogans or other branding as 

novelty masks are to be avoided in a 

school setting.

If your child is unable to wear a face 

covering for medical reasons, please 

do notify the Care and Achievement 

Coordinator and we will ensure they 

have an appropriate pass in their 

planner.

I have been so proud of the way that Year 7 have 
settled into the Woldgate community over the last 
couple of weeks and the maturity with which they 
have embraced new routines and started to build 
new friendships. I am so aware of how much more of 
a challenge this has been in our current climate and 
yet they have done all of this admirably.  With this 
in mind, it gives me great pleasure to also share the 
successes of our amazing Year 7 pupils outside of 
school and to celebrate with them.

Hannah currently trains twice weekly at the Yorkshire 

Karate Association. Alongside this she is also training 

to coach the younger ones in the club: pupils aged 

from 4 to 7 years old. Karate is very inclusive, and 

Hannah especially enjoys helping pupils with specific 

needs such as autism. Two or three times a year 

gradings are held where pupils show that they are at 

the standard to gain a new belt. Hannah is currently in 

the senior grades because at the Christmas 2019 grading 

received her purple belt. Hannah finds the training and coach at the club very 

rewarding and is proud to call herself a member. Hannah how wonderful that 

you are using your incredible talents to support others- you star! 

Ms Minton 
writes:

Cont. Over
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Billy also got 

creative over the 

summer and spent 

time designing a 

poster in support 

of the NHS which 

is now proudly on 

display in Wilberfoss.  

This really does reflect 

the Woldgate values and shows your 

wish to ensure our community is safe.  

Thank you for all your efforts Billy!

Finally, I would like to share 

the successes of one of our 

very talented Year 8 pupils: 

last Friday Eloise took part 

in an unaffiliated dressage 

competition on her horse 

Kai at South Lodge Stables, 

Fangfoss.  She has been 

taking part in the competitions over 

the last few months gaining points 

and mainly being placed in the top 

three, which is a great start to her 

and Kai’s dressage adventures. With 

a 1st and 2nd on Friday’s final events, 

Eloise finished second overall and was 

reserve champion! As this is the pair’s 

first year in dressage- this is a fantastic 

achievement! To top off a great week 

for Eloise, she and Kai have joined the 

Woldgate equestrian team and she 

attended her first training 

session.  A massive well-

done Eloise and what a star 

for already contributing to 

the extra-curricular life of 

Woldgate School.

I would also like to say a 

massive well done to the 

following Lower School pupils for 

achieving these awards:

Year 7

Great Merit: Evie Lusby

Great Character: Cameron Ferry

Great Value: Erin Williams

Head of School Award: Barnaby Jarry

Year 8

Great Merit: Samantha Stones

Great Character: Lily Pope

Great Value: James Artemious

Head of School Award: Leah Coleman

Ms A Minton 
Head of Lower School
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One of my favourite parts of this role is the opportunity to work with young 
people who are on the cusp of the next stage of their life, be that university study, 
apprenticeship or employment. 

This week I held two UCAS and personal statement sessions 

to help students in Year 13 who are considering going 

to university. During the session we talked about how 

to research courses and universities to begin narrowing 

choices down, how to complete the UCAS application, and 

how to write a personal statement. Our students are all 

at different stages of this process, and following on from 

their group sessions this week, each student will begin 

having individual mentoring from a member of the Sixth 

Form team. It was with real pleasure that I began to have 

those mentoring conversations this week with Yazmin 

Katib, Joshua Bates, Charlotte Wheatley, Emma Waudby, 

and Haydn Cooper. It was wonderful to hear these students 

speaking about their future aspirations and goals, and to 

see how they have managed to build up their skills and 

experience over the last year despite the circumstances. 

I really felt that we could all take something from these 

students in terms of their determination, resilience and 

focus. 

Our Year 12 continue to settle well into Sixth Form life, 

adapting to the expectations of Sixth Form study and 

in particular using their study periods productively to 

complete set work, but also to use their initiative in their 

studies and conduct wider reading, review lesson notes 

and text books, and complete additional research. This 

week was also the deadline for swapping courses, so all 

of our Year 12 students are now settled into their chosen 

qualifications. I am a firm believer that it takes two years to 

Mrs Lawson writes:

Cont. Over
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Cover lessons in the event of 
absence.

We are pleased to welcome three new Classroom 

Practitioners to Woldgate School to assist us in 

running enrichment sessions, covering lessons where 

colleagues are absent, and supporting departments.   

Ms O’Donnell, Mrs Plumpton, and Mrs Lea joined Mrs 

Dillingham and Mrs Tooke from September.

Given the current circumstances, we will not be 

bringing in supply teachers to cover absent colleagues 

to minimise the transmission routes into school and 

are confident that this can be achieved with our 

current and expanded team.  We have, however, 

reserved large spaces in school where classes can 

be combined while maintaining distance between 

classes with members of the Care and Achievement 

and Leadership Team supporting delivery in the event 

of emergency cover.  Our priority is, as always, the 

safety of our community while also ensuring quality in 

delivery of the curriculum.

complete an A level or BTEC qualification for a reason, and 

it is what our students do day in and day out over those two 

years, the study habits they develop and their approach to 

their studies, that truly determines their success. 

Mrs K Lawson 
Head of Sixth Form College

UCAS Key Dates

Early Entry  
(medicine, veterinary, dentistry, Oxbridge)  
– student deadline 9th October

Standard Entry 
Student deadline for completed 
applications and personal statements – 
23rd October
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On the wall in the 
Learning Support 
area (B8) is a fantastic 
display; it is a tree 
featuring people 
who have Dyslexia.  
It includes some very 
well known faces such as 
Keira Knightly  and Orlando 
Bloom, but also members of staff 
who have been diagnosed with Dyslexia.  
The message is clear: despite the added 
difficulties which Dyslexia can bring, 
many have overcome the challenges to 
be the best.

An estimated 1 in 10 people have Dyslexia, a specific 

learning difference that can cause problems with breaking 

spoken language down into its component parts, which in 

turn affects reading and spelling skills. It follows that ten 

percent of famous artists, athletes and political leaders will 

also experience language difficulties.

Famous names such as Leonardo di Vinci, Noel Gallagher, 

Whoopi Goldberg and John Lennon suffered difficulties 

through school at a time when Dyslexia was not recognised 

and therefore not tested.  Jamie Oliver, the British chef 

whose cookbooks, and cooking shows are famous all over 

Mrs Geary writes:

the world was diagnosed 

with Dyslexia early on in life 

and had to overcome many 

challenges to learn how to 

read. He now actively speaks 

about his own experiences 

and the positives traits that 

he associates with Dyslexia – 

including his creative flair and keen 

business sense.

Dyslexia is not an illness and people who are 

Dyslexic are no less intelligent and creative than others; 

they just handle language differently. Of course, this can 

create difficulties for children as they start school, reading 

forms a major part of a child’s learning. As pupils arrive at 

Secondary school, the focus shifts from learning to read, 

to reading to learn.

If Dyslexia gets in the way of comprehension and language 

production, it can have a major impact on learning and 

performance and cause an otherwise intelligent and 

enthusiastic student to experience feelings of low self-

worth and low confidence.

The actress Keira Knightley often talks about being 5 

years-old and proudly reading books in front of her class 

at school. She assumed she was the top of her primary 

group, until she was given a book that hadn’t been read to 

her and realized she had memorized the words and could 

not read at all.

Cont. Over
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However, Dyslexia should not limit the progress a pupil 

makes.  Often by the time pupils are in Year 7, they have 

developed ways to help them cope with their work.  

Strategies for in school and to help pupils at home include:

Praise: A person with Dyslexia needs a boost to their 

self-confidence before they can learn to overcome their 

difficulties. Often, they have already experienced failure 

and deep down they often don’t believe they are capable of 

learning.

To re-establish self-confidence, provide the opportunity to 

succeed and give praise for small achievements.

Support with resources: Having a printout of the lesson 

or power point slide and sticking it in their book; providing 

numbered steps, e.g. 1. Do this. 2. Do that etc.

Using a computer: Completing homework created on a 

computer. Physical handwriting is torture for most people 

with Dyslexia. Word processors make life much easier. 

Allowing them to use the Spell Checker and help with 

grammar and punctuation means that we can see the 

quality of the content.

Talking about the task first and giving oral answers: 
Discussing an activity to make sure it is understood. 

Visualising the activity or linking it to a funny action may 

help someone with Dyslexia remember.

Mrs S Geary 
Head of Inclusion
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Care and Achievement 
Coordinators

Year 7
Mrs S Clark 

07790 987139

sclark@woldgate.net

Year 10
Miss S Black

07790 987142

sblack@woldgate.net

Year 8
Miss G Parkin

07790 987137

gparkin@woldgate.net

Year 11
Mrs C Wright

07790 987007

cwright@woldgate.net

Year 9
Mr M Elwers

07790 987131

melwers@woldgate.net

Sixth Form
Mrs R Bourne 

07790 987009

rbourne@woldgate.net
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